
  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

“God is spirit and his worshipers must worship in spirit and in truth.”  John 4:24 

  Now that the Inauguration is over, perhaps like me, you might find yourself, 
“Inaugurated Out,” and ready to move on to other things.  However, there is slowly 
developing another side controversy from the event that simply won’t go away.  Since 

the inauguration involved so much religion, we are now hearing about the controversy 
that apparently occurred between the contrasting religion of former Vice President 
Mike Pence and Lady Gaga, both claiming to be strong believers in Christianity.  The 
two had to meet for a handing off of the microphone and, apparently, the looks were 
not friendly.  This is important to us because the two represent, in many ways, the 
issues of the United Methodist Church.  One side insists that Christianity is about high 
standards of living. The other side insists that Christianity is about everyone coming 
and finding a place with no judgment presented.  The contrasting views of that brief 
moment of a microphone handoff represents the contrasting views of the UMC.  
Unfortunately, the contrasting of the UMC is more than a moment and the conflict is 
more than just not friendly looks. 

May I suggest that we can be a church where both Lady Gaga and former Vice 
President Mike Pence could feel their values respected?  The option need not be, 
“either / or,” but instead, “both / and.”  We can be a church of high standards without 
having to be judgmental to the many of us who may not live up to all of those 
standards.  A helpful model for “both/and” is found with the account of Jesus with the 
Woman at the Well, John 4.  In this account, the Woman at the Well, kept her focus on 
divisive political issues such as where one worships and how one worships.  Jesus 
kept redirecting her by focusing on her relationship with God.  Perhaps there is 
meaning for us in these verses.  As the woman at the well and, perhaps Mike Pence, 
would say, these issues of how we worship and live are very important.  After all, we 
are a people of very high standards.  We need to please God by giving our very best.  
One only needs to read Acts 5 to see the seriousness of why the gift of Ananias and 
Sapphira was rejected.   

Yet, we can do all the worship things correctly and still not worship, “in spirit and in 
truth.”  As Lady Gaga insists, although I like how I John 4:20 says it better, “if someone 
says, “I love God but hates a fellow believer, that person is a liar.”  In that sense, 
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perhaps either side is both right and wrong.  We need to take the correct part of each 
side while rejecting the wrong side of the views? 

As we in the UMC enter this discussion, perhaps we might look at the ways that we 
can make ourselves a church that both sets high standards for ourselves and still loves 
those who don’t match our standards.  Perhaps the real mistake is in setting standards 
that we can easily reach and ignoring the standards of which we fail.  

These are just some of the tasks of the church in 2021.  

God Bless 

Pastor Tom  

 

Trustees notes: 

At the recent trustees meetings Nate Miller was re-elected as chair.  These tasks were 
divided to these members: 

Insurance- Glenn Holtsapple 

Grounds- Davis Pryce 

Utilities & equipment- Russ Whitehead 

Structure Maintenance- Bruce McIntosh 

David King is member at large. 

After meeting the trustees took a tour of the building and noted needs of concern and 
designed maintenance schedules for 2021. 

Trustees received request from Albany School District to tentatively use the parking lot 
on Sunday afternoon, May 30, for graduation. 

Trustees also received request from Albany EMS to use parking lot as an alternative 
Med Flight landing location.  

Worship Notes: 

Lenten Services will be held at our church each Wednesday beginning 
Ash Wednesday through Good Friday at 6:00pm.  We will maintain a half hour 
schedule but not have food following the service.  We hope to rejoin the community 
schedule next year. 



              Update on Julie’s Room 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

  

 

Albany UMC Education News 
 
 

    Would you like to be a part of organizing and/or helping with   

  Vacation Bible School this summer?  Please contact Karen Moe   

  (moe.karen@yahoo.com) to be a part of this fun outreach   

   activity! 

 

 

A committee is being formed to review various Sunday School curriculums for the 2021-22 

Sunday School.  Contact Karen Moe if you would like to be a member of this committee.  Also, 

please consider being a part of our teaching staff! 
 
************* 

 

We have a number of Sunday School activities.  Following is a summary:   
 

High School Sunday School, Middle School and Youth Activities – in person with use of masks and 
social distancing.  Sunday School meets 8:45-9:45 a.m. on Sunday mornings.   
 

Adult Sunday School   9:00-9:45 a.m. Sundays * 
Age 3 – Grade 5   Sunday School   8:45-9:15 a.m. Sundays * 

 
 
*An email address is needed for participation in the Zoom Pre-School thru Grade 5 Sunday School 
activities and the Adult Sunday School activities.   Please contact the church office at (608) 862-3206 
or email albanyumc@tds.net to provide your contact information.   

 
We look forward to having you join us! 

 
Please pray for the educational ministries of our church, the leaders, the teachers and the 
participants.  Thank you! 

Julie Blumer has been moved. She is recovering at 

Nazareth Health Rehap. She has been moved to a different 

room. Her room number is 131A at 814 Jackson St., 

Stoughton, WI 53589. I am sure she would love to hear 

from you with a card or drop at note. She would love to 

hear from you. Please keep Julie and her family in your 

prayers.  

mailto:moe.karen@yahoo.com
mailto:albanyumc@tds.net
http://blogojohn.blogspot.com/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/3.0/


       A few notes: 

 

1. Albany Umc is now live streamed on you tube. There is a link on our website home 

page that you can click on that will take you there.  Join us live. The link is 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=I3yH7VrNNz4  or you can use “Aumc WI 

Live Stream” and it will bring up our stream and just click on it or you can watch 

on face book. 

2. YOUTH GROUP schedule to be announced.  

        
 
 

 

 

2021 Melodies of Love 

February – Albany Housing Authority 

March – Justice for a Cure 

April – High School Mission Trip 

May – Family Promise 

June – St. Jude’s 

July – Albany PTO 

August – Albany Community Center 

September – Nami (National Alliance on Mental Illness) 

October – Empty Stocking 

November – Shop with a Cop 

December – Big Brothers, Big Sisters of Green County 
 

 

 
 

  

   
  

 

February's Melody of Love is the Albany Housing Authority which operates the Riverview 

Apartments which provide housing based on tenant’s income. In the past, M.O.L funds have 

been used to purchase recreational items to be shared by all residents. 

 

 

February Melodies of Love: Albany Housing Authority. FAITH (Fighting 

Addition; It Takes Help) is an organization created to raise awareness of 

the effects of addiction, not only to the individual with the addiction, but 

their family as well as their community. Their goal is to bring awareness 

and education to the entire Green County community. 

 
 

 



Finance Committee Year End Report 

2020 

Attached is the income statement and balance sheet for 2020 for our church.  It shows income 

and expenses for 2020 compared to 2019.  This year we experienced a surplus of $2,687.75 

despite COVID-19 compared to a surplus of $7,250.81 in 2019.  Note that in 2020, we paid our 

full apportionment of $14,773 to the Wisconsin United Methodist Conference while in 2019, 

we paid only a portion of our apportionment equal to $3,753.  Had we paid our full 

Apportionment in 2019, we would have had a deficit.  

It is also worth noting that our surplus does not include the cash used to pay the principle on 

our church mortgage. Subtracting these amounts from our surplus measures the Cash Flow for 

the church. The result is shown at the end of the income statement.  We had a negative cash 

flow in 2020 of ($4,969.44) compared to a positive cash flow of a little less than $500 in 2019. 

On an incredibly positive note, our balance sheet shows our equity has increased from 

$285,727.98 at year end 2019 to $326,861.28 at year end 2020, an increase of $41,133.3.  This 

is due to the growth of our funds held in trust by the Wisconsin United Methodist Foundation 

(note that the Foundation is entirely separate from the Conference) and resulted from a 

robust stock market in 2020. 

Please feel free to contact me should you have any questions. 

Submitted by Sam Keller, Finance Committee Chairman 

608-358-5155 
 

 
 
 

Just a reminder there still are offering 

envolopes to be picked up and your 2020 

offering statements are also ready to be  
    picked up.   



 
 



 

Albany United Methodist Church 
Income/Expense by Category - 2020 vs. 2019  

 

      

      

 Category 2020 Total  

                        2019 
Total 

                                  CHANGE 
                                  COMPARED 
TO 
                                 2019 

      

 INCOME     

 A) ENVELOPES & DIRECT TITHING 116,126.80    122,227.32                           (6,100.52) 

 C) SUNDAY SCHOOL 79.79  547.78                              (467.99) 

 D) INTEREST INCOME ** 3,367.10   147.02                              3,220.08  

 F) UNBUDGETED INCOME 6,689.10   3,684.37                               3,004.73  

 G) UNBUDGETED DESIGNATED 7,229.06  11,813.50                             (4,584.44) 

 H) FACILITY USE 0.00   0.00                                        0.00  

 MELODY OF LOVE 637.14   2,515.72                              (1,878.58) 

 GRANTS 0.00   0.00                                       0.00  

      

 GROSS INCOME 134,128.99   140,935.71                             (6,806.72) 

 less COST OF GOODS SOLD 0.00   466.05   

 TOTAL INCOME 134,128.99   140,469.66                            (6,340.67) 

      

 EXPENSES     

 A) APPORTIONMENTS 14,773.00   3,753.00                          11,020.00  

 B) PASTOR 51,846.60   55,294.99                          (3,448.39) 

 C) CUSTODIAN 5,761.60   6,279.20                             (517.60) 

 D) SECRETARY 6,555.12   7,155.06                             (599.94) 

 E) TAXES 411.14   433.97                               (22.83) 

 F) MAINTENANCE-CHURCH 19,131.49   21,760.64                         (2,629.15) 

 G) OFFICE EXPENSE 4,540.14   2,694.35                           1,845.79  

 H) PROGRAMS 8,827.12   10,913.98                        (2,086.86) 

 I) REAL ESTATE (Mortgage Interest) 6,442.81   6,804.61                           (361.80) 

 J) MISC UNBUDGETED EXPENSES 1,214.97   1,300.61                            (85.64) 

 K) UNBUD DESIGNATED EXP 8,492.49   11,980.17                      (3,487.68) 

 MELODY OF LOVE DISTRIBUTION * 2,365.31   2,101.51                           263.80  

 PAYROLL COSTS 1,079.45   2,220.76                     (1,141.31) 

 TOTAL EXPENSES 131,441.24   132,692.85                     (1,251.61) 

 OVERALL TOTAL 2,687.75   7,776.81                    (5,089.06) 

 

* 100% of Plate Offering now goes to Melody of 
Love     

 MORTGAGE PRINCIPAL PAID 7,657.19   7,295.39   

 CASH FLOW (4,969.44)  481.42                   (5,450.86) 
 

 

 
 
     



 

      



Care Net Pregnancy Center of Green County 
 

Thank you for allowing me to share information with you about the Pregnancy Center.  

The Care Net Pregnancy Center of Green County is a pro-life organization that provides 

free and confidential services to women and families in unplanned pregnancy situations 

and young families with children.  We offer material supports from maternity clothes to 

everything needed for an infant or toddler, including equipment and furniture. (Please 

see the attached list.)  In addition, the ministry offers sexual purity presentations, a post-

abortion healing program, and an Earn While You Learn Program to enable clients to 

become more self-sufficient and better parents.  Our clients earn “points” through the 

Earn While You Learn Program that they can use for high demand items.  There are no 

income requirements/restrictions.  
  

Of the abortion-minded clients who visit the Care Net Pregnancy Center of Green 

County, the majority (95-98%) choose life once they learn of their options and the 

assistance available from the Pregnancy Center.  We educate our clients on their options 

and assist them with parenting or making an adoption plan for their babies. 

Approximately 300 families receive assistance from one of the two offices of the 

Pregnancy Center, annually.  We coordinate services with other charities, medical 

providers, and social service agencies to best meet the needs of our clients. 
  
The biggest blessing of all is sharing the gospel message with our clients (as they allow) 

and watching lives change when they come to know Christ.  
  
Attached a list of the items the Care Net Pregnancy Center has available for our clients 

at our Family Support Services Office.  All of these items are donated to us from 

individuals, churches, and other non-profit organizations.  Other items are available at 

times depending upon the donations we receive. 
  
Please let me know if you have any questions. 
  
Sincerely, 
  
Anna Anderson 
Executive Director 
Care Net Pregnancy Center of Green County 
PO Box 13 
Monroe, WI 53566 
608-325-5051 
director@carenetgreencounty.org 
www.carenetgreencounty.org 
 

mailto:director@carenetgreencounty.org
http://www.carenetgreencounty.org/


      

 

                                                                                          
Pregnancy Center of Green County                                                                               

Items Available at Care Net’s Family Support Services Office                                                                                                         

2902 – 13th Street – Monroe, WI 53566 

The following items are free and available with no limit to quantities: 

Clothing – preemie to 4T & maternity      Linens 
Bibs                                                                                       Crib Sheets 
Socks           Mattress Pad 
Tights           Baby Blankets 
Underwear          Baby Quilts 
Shoes           Burp Cloths 
Boots 
Dresses          Books & Toys 
Hats                                                                                       Toys 
Maternity Clothes        Books 

   Bibles   
Food          Children’s Bibles 
Cereal            

Baby Food 
Snacks                                                                                     
                                                                                        Misc 

Baby Furniture & Equipment        Mobile 

Stroller           Monitors  
Car Seat                   Diaper Bags 
Highchair          Bottle Racks 
Baby Swing          Baby Bottles 
Potty Chair          Hair Scrunchies 
Exersaucer          Car Seat Covers 
Baby Bathtub          Newborn Layettes  
Changing Table           Front & Back Baby Carriers 
Bouncy Seat/Chair         Safety Equipment like door latches, outlet covers, etc. 
Doorway Bouncy Swing 
 

The following items require “points” earned by participating in our Earn While You Learn Program: 
2 Sippy Cups for 1 point 
2 cans of formula for 1 point 
5 clothing outfits (top & bottom or 1piece outfit) for 1 point 
5 pajamas/sleepers for 1 point 
School backpack for 1 point 
Snowsuit or Winter Coat with Snow Pants for 1 point 
Spring/Summer/Fall Jackets for 1 point 

 

The following items are available in limited quantities AND require “points” earned by participating in our Earn 

While You Learn Program: 
Pull-ups – 1 pack of 12 per month for 1 point (per child) 

Diapers – 24 diapers per month for 1 point (per child) 
2 packs per month for 1 point 

 

The following items require a deposit that is refunded when the items are returned in good condition: 
Bassinettes - $10 deposit 

Pack-N-Plays - $10 deposit 
Crib with mattress - $20 deposit 

Toddler Bed with mattress - $20 deposit 
Availability and quantities vary depending upon donations. 



 
All taped services can be found on our Sunday School face book page, Albany UMC face book page 

and AUMC Web site 
Newsletter deadline February 22nd  

 
 

The Food pantry is closed but if you are in need of assistance please contact the church office  
at 862-3206 and we will take care of you. 

 

February 

Albany United Methodist Church 

Sunday 
 

Monday 
1 

Tuesday 
2 

 

Wednesday 
3 

Food Pantry 

Closed 

Thursday 
4 

Friday 
5 

 

 

Saturday 

6 

 

 

7 10am Worship 

Sunday school classes 

8:45 am Virtual 

Middle School SS in 

person 

Live on Facebook & 

You Tube 

 

8 

 

9 10 

 

 

11 

 

12 13 

Quilting 

Group 

Canceled 

until Spring 

14 10am Worship 

Live on Facebook and 

You Tube 

Sunday school classes 

8:45 virtual 

Middle School SS in 

person 
Ad Council mtg. – 11am 

VALENTINES DAY  

15 

Presidents 

Day 

16 

 
17 

 

18 

 

19 

 

20 

 

21 10am Worship 

Live on Facebook and 

You Tube 

Sunday school classes 

8:45 Virtual Middle 

School SS in person 

 

22 

Newsletter 

Items Due 

23 

 

24 

 

25 

 

26 

 

27 

28 10am Worship 

Live on Facebook and 

You Tube 

Sunday school classes 

8:45 virtual 
Middle School SS in 
person 

      



 
 

Albany United Methodist Church 
500 S. Park St. 
Albany WI 53502 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
                  
 
 
 
                                                                                                                        

                                                                            

 
 

                                                                            

                                                                      
                                                                        Join us on facebook: AlbanyUMC  
                                                              Visit our Website www.albanyumchurch.com 
                                                              YouTube link for live service:                           

 

UMC Church Staff 
Pastor: 

Tom Moe 
 

Office Manager: Teresa Brugger 

       Office Hours  M- W- F 

8:00am-12:00pm 

   Office phone # 862-3206 

   Email: Albanyumc@tds.net 
 

Administrative Council Chair: 

Phyllis Runaas 
 

Financial Secretary: 

Dave Gavin 
 

Treasurer: 

Sharon Pryce 
 

Lay Leader: 

            Glenn Holtsapple  
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                         

Custodians: Calvin & Barb Crall 

 

http://www.albanyumchurch.com/


                                                       https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC7yuO5HSfexjjeZxo6iP1XA 
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