
 Albany United Methodist Church  
“Everyone is somebody and Jesus Christ is Lord”! 

 
 

 
 

 

 

  

 

We were warned.  Back in the 1990’s we were being warned that the “Age of the Jetson’s,” was 
coming.  It was predicted that we would no longer spend time doing our daily responsibilities.  We would 
no longer need trips to the post office or the bank because that could be done rapidly at home.  Bill 
paying would be very fast and even done automatically.  Rather than driving, we could do our 
communications while riding in driverless vehicles.  Perhaps we might not even leave home at all to go 
to work, to school or to go shopping. Meals could become instantly available for us as well requiring little 
to no food preparation time.  Meanwhile, it was predicted, automation would clean our houses, mow our 
grass, and clear our sidewalks.  Free time was supposed to be available to do what we wanted instead 
of doing necessities. 

We were warned that era was coming.  The term, “warned,” is important because we were being warned 
that, with all the free time, boredom would be our new conflict.  Somehow that hasn’t happened; or has 
it? 

If one looks at their personal schedules, they will strongly argue that their schedules are much more full 
now than ever before.  We certainly see that in the ability of our people to attend 
church, Sunday School, choir, or any spiritual activity.  Yet, it doesn’t add up.  Why should we be less 
available when we have more time to do the things we want?  The answer to that seems tragic.  The 
average person will tell you that, because of all the information coming at them in internet, television 
networks, social media, and other forms of communication, that they no longer are in control of their 
time.  In simple words, the communication era took over our schedules.  It is bombarding us with all 
these things that others are doing and, of which, we are missing out making us bored with ourselves.  To 
deal with that boredom, we are overwhelmed merely trying, “to keep up,” with everyone else. We are 
then required to work longer hours to cover the costs of all these new “necessities,” brought into our life. 

The antidote is rather simple.  Jesus made this clear long ago. “No one can serve two masters.  He will 
either serve one and despise the other,” Matthew 6:24.  So it is with our era.  We are serving the master 
of “keeping up with others.”  That master forces us to despise our connection to whom we want to be 
and what we want to do with our lives.  

It is not the task of the church to tell you how you must live your life.  It is our task to let you know that 
we were warned that this era was coming, that we are barely into it and participation in this madness is a 
personal choice.   

There is no greater time to reflect upon your choices than the upcoming holiday season. 

God bless. 

November 2021 

The Methodist Message 

Pastor Tom 

 

 

 



Albany UMC Education News 
 
 

Sunday School 
 

  In-Person Sunday School activities continue to be going well.  There are classes for everyone age 

3 thru adult.  We invite YOU to join us every Sunday morning 8:45-9:45 a.m.   

  Our Adult Sunday School also meets at 8:45 a.m. each Sunday in the Conference Room.  At the 

present time, they are following the Upper Room Bible study topics.  Plan to join this great group! 

  We look forward to seeing you in Sunday School and the Worship Services at 8:00 and/or 10:00!  

It’s the place to be! 

*************** 

Masks 
  We want to provide a safe environment for all people at all activities of the Albany United 

Methodist Church.   

  According to the Albany School District webpage, there is a recent change in their Covid 

precautions.  At school, masks for all students and staff will now be required for all indoor 

activities.  Previously masking was optional for Middle and High School students.   

  With this change in the school masking policy, we are depending upon all Sunday School students 

Pre-School thru High School to wear masks.  If they do not bring a mask, one can be provided.  

Sunday School Staff will also wear masks. 

 

*************** 

Children’s Bell Choir 
 

  The children (Pre-School thru Grade 5) have been practicing handbell skills. 

They will be performing during the 10:00 Worship Service on November 14th.  

 Plan to join us! 

 

*************** 

Confirmation 
 

Confirmation activities are scheduled the 1st and 3rd Wednesdays at 6:00 p.m.  For 

more information, contact Fairy Elmer (608) 882-6897, Pastor Moe  

(608) 449-6510 or the church office (608) 862-3206. 
 

*************** 

The Lord’s Prayer 
 

Our Sunday School children are working hard learning The Lord’s Prayer.  It  

is a joy to hear them reciting the Lord’s Prayer along with the congregation 

during Worship Services!   

*************** 
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Sunday School Christmas Program 
 

  Our Pre-School thru 5th Graders have begun preparing for an awesome Christmas Program which 

will be presented on Sunday, December 12th at 10:00 a.m.  Plan to attend, and invite your family 

and friends! 
 

*************** 

Albany United Methodist Church T-Shirts 
 Last year, t-shirts were given to Sunday School children and youth, our leaders, kitchen staff and 

others.  If you have already received a t-shirt and a different size is needed this year or if you 

would like to order a t-shirt, contact Brandi Grazioso or the church office.  A donation of $10.00 

would be appreciated.   

 

*************** 
 

Thank you, Prayer Partners! 
                  

  Thank you to all who are praying daily for our Sunday School students, families, our Sunday 

School staff, our Confirmation leaders, our Youth Leaders and our church leaders. It is wonderful 

having you as our prayer partners! 

                            

 
Contact Karen Moe at moe.karen@yahoo.com to share your thoughts and ideas for educational programming. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

November 21st at 11am the high school youth group will          

be meeting at church for raking and pizza party... 
 

 

                       Youth Group 

 

 

 

 

 

               Yard Work 
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Finance Committee First Three Quarters Report 

2021 

Attached is the income statement and the balance sheet for the first three quarters of 2021 

versus the same period in 2020. The income statement shows that we had a loss of $6,003    

versus a surplus of $9,029 for period in 2020. Note that this occurred even though our revenue 

was $9,464 higher this year than last year. Church Maintenance and Programs together $5,873 

were higher this year plus Unbudgeted Designated Expense was $10,943 higher due to this  

year’s Senior High Mission trip. Also, we have continued to pay our full apportionment to the 

Wisconsin United Methodist Conference for the broader mission of the Church throughout this 

year. Last year, we waited until the fourth quarter to catch up and pay our required 

apportionment. Thus, through the first three quarters, our apportionment was $2,875 higher  

this year than last year. 

 

On a very positive note, the equity shown on our balance sheet continues to increase due to              

the growth of the growth of the funds that we have invested in the Wisconsin United Methodist 

Foundation, even though we lost a little last month due to stock market fluctuations. Our equity 

now stands at over $343,000. 

 

Please feel free to contact me should you have any questions. 

 

Submitted by Sam Keller, Finance Committee Chair 

(608) 358-5155 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 

 

 

 



 



   

     

 Charge Conference is November 14th at 6:30pm here at 

 Albany UMC. Anyone may attend. 

 

 

 

 

                  

Shop with a Cop: 
The Melody of Love for the month of November is Green County Shop with a Cop.     
It is a county-wide program which allows approximately 100 disadvantaged kids 
county-wide the opportunity to buy Christmas presents for their family. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 

               

                   2020 Melodies of Love  
 

  November – Shop with a Cop 

  December – Big Brothers, Big Sisters of Green County 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

October was Pastor Appreciation 

Month and we celebrated on Oct. 17th 

by presenting Pastor Tom and Karen 

cards from the congregation and a gift 

card from the church along with 

cupcakes and coffee following the 8am 

service and cake and coffee following 

the 10am service. Thank you, Pastor 

Tom and Karen for all that you do for 

our church and community. Karen has 

been wonderful in taking over the 

Sunday School and all other areas that 

she helps in. We are very fortunate. 

Thank You! 

   

 Thank You Pastor Tom and Karen 



   

We want to provide a safe environment for all people at 
all activities of the Albany United Methodist Church.  

According to the Albany School District webpage, there is 
a change in their Covid precautions.  At school, masks 
for all students and staff will now be required for all 

indoor activities.  Previously masking was optional for Middle and High School students.  

With this change in the school masking policy, we are depending upon all Sunday School students 
Pre-School thru High School and Sunday School staff to wear masks.  If they do not bring a mask, 
one can be provided.  

Because masks need to be removed while eating/drinking, let’s refrain from food/drink during 
the Sunday School time.  If you feel that food is essential, please provide opportunities for students 
to take individually wrapped snacks with them upon leaving. 

 Thank you for helping us keep everyone safe. 

-------------------------------------------

 
The Mission’s Committee is in the early stages of planning a Thanksgiving meal for those 

who might not have one otherwise. There are not a lot of details at this point, but more 

information will be coming in the next couple of weeks. If you are interested in being 

involved in helping with this, please contact Wesley at Wisenhar@gmail.com . We provided 

meals last year but limited the number of people involved due to COVID. We are hoping to 

expand it to more involvement this year now that it is a bit more under control. 

----------------------------------------------- 
Karen and I need to express our gratitude to all of you and your kind 

thoughts shared with us on Pastor Appreciation Sunday.  Your continued 

kindness is so important to us and is shared across the conference of   

United Methodist Churches. Thank you all so much.                                                              

Pastor Tom and Karen Moe  

   

 
Update 

on 
masking: 
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Volunteer Schedule 

Liturgist                                                                                      Ushers          

November                                                                                  November 

   7 Fairy Elmer                                                                               7 Teresa Brugger/Margaret Kauk 

14 Ann Trow                                                                                  14 Darrell Clark 

21 Jena McIntosh                                                                         21 Barb Briggs 

28 Darrell Clark                                                                             28 Teresa Brugger 

December                                                                                   December 

  5 Dean Houlberg                                                                        5 Fairy & Emily Elmer 

12 Leight Whitehead                                                                12 Russ Whitehead 

19 Wesley Isenhart                                                                   19 Bill & Cindy Alderman 

26 Sharon Pryce                                                                        26 Reegan & Ryker Schmidt 

 

Communion Schedule                                                      Computer Schedule 10am Service 

November – Karla Neild/Hazel Ommodt                              November 

December – Todd & Diana Kittelson                                    7 Jena McIntosh/Brandi Grazioso 

                                                                                                 14 Kaydie and Alex Shrader 

                                                                                                 21 Teresa Brugger/Brandi Grazioso 

                                                                                                 28 Teresa Brugger/Sharon Pryce 

 

Please make sure you check where you are volunteering. Some of the names have been changed for the 

dates listed. 

If you are unable to do your designated Sunday, please contact the church office.  608-862-
3206 
 
We are limited on volunteers so there will only be two ushers scheduled the first Sunday of 
the month because of Communion.  Ushers are also limited so we are trying to schedule 
every other month. Two months at a time will be listed in the Newsletters. If you would like 
to volunteer and are not signed up to please contact the church office. 608-862-3206 We 
are in need of more volunteers for ushering and Liturgist.  

 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Albany UMC is now live streamed on you tube. There is a link on our website home page that you can click on 
that will take you there.  Join us live. The link is https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=I3yH7VrNNz4  or you can 
use “AUMC WI Live Stream” and it will bring up our stream and just click on it or you can watch on face book. 

 
The Food pantry is closed but if you need assistance, please contact the church office at  
862-3206 and we will take care of you. 
 
 Albany United Methodist Church 
500 S. Park St. 

             

                  October 2021 

  Albany United Methodist Church 
Sunday 
 

Monday 
1 

Tuesday 
2 

Wednesday 
3 

Confirmation 

6:00pm 

Choir 7pm 

Thursday 
4 

Friday 
5 

Saturday 

6 

 

 

7   8 & 10am Worship 

Live on Facebook & 

YouTube 

Sunday School 8:45am 
Ages 3 through adult  

Communion 8 & 10am 
Choir sings 

Mission Committee 

mtg 11am 

 

8 9 10 

7pm Choir 

11 12 

 

13 

14   8 & 10am Worship 

Live on Facebook & 

YouTube 

Sunday School 8:45am 
Ages 3 through adult  
Sunday School sings 10am 

Ad Council mtg – 11am 

15 

 

6 

 
17  

Confirmation  

6pm 

7pm Choir 

18 

 

19 

 

20 

 

21   8 & 10am Worship 

Live on Facebook and 

You Tube 

Sunday School 8:45am 

Ages 3 through Adult 

Choir Sings 

 

 

22 23 

 

24 

7pm Choir 

25 

Thanks 

Giving 

26 27 

 

28  8 & 10am Worship 

Live on Facebook and 

You Tube 

Sunday School 8:45am 
Ages 3 through adult 
 

29 

 

30     

 

 

 

 

 

 



Albany WI 53502 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
           
        
                                                                                                                       

                                                                                              

                                                                                                                                                                                            

                                                                      
                                                                     Join us on facebook: AlbanyUMC  
                                                              Visit our Website www.albanyumchurch.com 
                                                              YouTube link for live service 

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC7yuO5HSfexjjeZxo6iP1XA 
or aumc wi  

 

UMC Church Staff 
Pastor: 

Tom Moe 
 

Office Manager: Teresa Brugger 

Office Hours M- W- F 

8:00am-12:00pm 

Office phone # 862-3206 

Email: Albanyumc@tds.net 
 

Administrative Council Chair: 

Phyllis Runaas 
 

Financial Secretary: 

Dave Gavin 
 

Treasurer: 

Sharon Pryce 
 

Lay Leader: 

Glenn Holtsapple 
 

Custodians: Calvin & Barb Crall 
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