
 

 

  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Pastor Tom’s message 

Like many of you, I find that there is an invitation to get into the science versus religion 
debate.  However, we need to understand that, historically, there has been harmony 
between the two and that, there is no need to divide the two. (unless you are one of 
those few whose life lacks conflict and you want more divisiveness)  This insight is very 
helpful as we focus on the back to school season, where the subject of religion never 
seems very welcome and where the conflict seems to be focused. 

This is especially true in recent experiments at the University of Washington where 
mixing of RNA, amino acids and fatty acids have shown to unite towards molecular 
development.  The experiment was titled, “Uncovering the origins of life.” 

The problem in this, as in all such experiments, is that these offered, at 
best, possibilities in origin. These experiments were hard to replicate even in a lab 
setting, which makes questionable the likelihood of this happening in a random fashion 
at a repetitive level that would allow these molecules to develop into life.  Further, the 
experiments never explain how these building blocks of life came to be. 

While one finds this all fascinating and worthy of study, a discerning mind will continue 
to realize that good science always goes to the most logical explanations.  In this case, 
that a material universe needs a cause, a creator, a designer, and a 
programmer.  Your understandings of religion are the ongoing result of thousands of 
years of humanity defining that source.  We are far from agreement on the details, but 
we have clear understanding of that Being as we explore the Word of God. 

As you return to school, allow yourself to be fascinated by the sciences.  They will 
serve you well.  However, also remember that good science is not afraid to take in all 
sources, including the question, “What is the most likely explanation.”  

I trust that you will enjoy the dialogue. 

  

Pastor Tom 
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Albany will be holding a 

Blood Drive on Thursday, 

Aug.29, 2019 from 12:30 

to 5:30pm at the Albany 

Lions building. It will 

be hosted by the Lutheran Ladies. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

            

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                      

Senior High Youth Group                                                              
                                 Sunday, September 8th at 6pm-8pm 

( meet behind the church). 

 

Please join us for a Campfire &      
Cookout! Food, Fellowship & Fun!!!! 

 

If you would like to receive an 

emailed copy of the week’s 

bulletin in advance of the 

Sunday service, please let Teresa 

in the office know.  She can be 

reached by email: 

albanyumc@tds.net or phone: 

608-862-3206.  Thank you. 

Glutens Should Not Limit Your 
Communion 

We are hearing more and more about 
individuals who struggle with allergies 
and glutens.  This is of concern to us 
because more communion bread is 
loaded with glutes.  With that in mind, 
we have developed the procedures to 
provide gluten free communion wafers.  
Yes, they are a bit limited on flavor, but 
those of you who have gotten sick off 
regular bread will appreciate the new 
wafers.  

To implement this, it would be of utmost 
help if you would let us know of your 
need before church starts.  We can 
accommodate everyone but would do 
well if we know where to find you with 
our separate tray. 

Contact the church office if interested. 

 

     
  

 

                                                                                          

                        

                

                2019 Melodies of Love 
September – NAMI (National Alliance on Mental Illness) 

October – Empty Stocking 

November – Shop with a Cop 

December – Big Brothers, Big Sisters of Green County 
 

mailto:albanyumc@tds.net


 

 

THANK YOU TO EVERYONE WHO PARTICIPATED IN                        
                       VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL!                                                                                                        

                                                                                                                                           

                      

 
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

THANK YOU TO ALL OUR FAMILY PROMISE VOLUNTEERS! 

 

Please consider Volunteering for the next Family Promise.  

November 17th-November 23rd 

If you would like to get on the email list or have more questions, 

please email:  Chris Ochalla at: chrisandchris5@charter.netOr Fairy 

Elmer at: fselmer@aol.com 

mailto:chrisandchris5@charter.net
mailto:fselmer@aol.com


 

 

                         Volunteers Needed                                 
Thank you to all those who volunteer to be our Liturgist and Ushers 

during 10am worship. Your help is very much appreciated, and you are 

very important to us. But as time goes on people get busy and our list 

tends to dwindle down a bit. So that time has come. We are in need of a 

few more Liturgist and Ushers. Ushering is very easy. You greet people 

and hand out bulletins and pew pads, pass offering trays, count the number of people attending and pick up pew 

pads and trash if there are any in the pews once service is over. Liturgist is also easy. You read the scripture, 

which is always on back of the bulletin and when the ushers bring up the offering trays put them on the mantel. 

You will be told ahead the scripture. Pastor Tom is great getting the bulletin info out to you at the beginning of 

the week. So please give prayerful consideration to sign up for either or both positions. If you have any 

questions on these volunteer positions, you may contact the church office. 608-862-3206. Thank You 

 

_________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Tickets are on sale for the JudaZion/Oakley Union mystery dinner theater production 

of “A Fatal Night at the County Fair”. Performances are Friday, September 13th at 6pm 

and Saturday, September 14th at 11am. The tickets are $15 per person, including a 

pulled pork dinner and you can order them by contacting Jan Ladwig: 

joumc@wekz.net or 608-934-5398. You can arrange a time to pick up our tickets at the 

church or pick them up the day of. If picking up tickets the day od, please send a check 

(made out to Zion UMC) to the church. The play will be held at the Zion UMC 

basement. 
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                        

    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
                                              
                                            Advantages of Prayer            

1. Prayer protects us 

2. Prayer changes things 

3. Prayer keeps you in the will of God 

4. Prayer draws you closer to God 

5. Prayer makes you happy 

6. Prayer gives you Hope.                        

7. Prayer makes you less selfish. 

8. Prayer heals you from all pain 

9. Prayer makes you  

stronger spiritually. 

 

mailto:joumc@wekz.net


 

 

 
 

Please note that charge conference season is upon us. We are developing 
many of our committees to focus upon preparation for our annual 
accountability.  At this point we have not received notice of our charge 
conference date. We will let you know when that is available.                                                                                                                                                                 

                                                                                                          

 
                 
                                                                  
                       Back to School Notes: 
 
     As the Fall Season comes upon us, we realize that it is             
not only young people who need to return to their studies.    
We are interested in offering studies during the week on topics        
of interest to you. Please be in contact with Pastor regarding 
your interest and availability. 

 
 

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
               

  As you plan for the Fall, please remember the ongoing ministries 
here in Albany.  Each month we would like to share with you some 
of the reasons that others do so: 

 In February 2015, Kay, my wife and best friend of 31 years, passed away from cancer.  It was at that 
point in my life that became spiritually born again, turning to God and Christ Jesus for comfort.  About 
a year later, after selling my very large home in Stoughton, I came to Albany. 

 Why Albany? Well, I needed to find a new home quickly.  My realtor sent me three possible houses 
located in or near Albany. Quite honestly, I had never heard of Albany until that Sunday when we 
came here to have a look.  The house on Bud Lane was clearly the best for my needs.  So, I moved 
in the day after Easter 2016.  Thinking back over the circumstances that led me to Albany, I believe 
the Lord sent me here for a reason. 

I Googled “Churches near me” and found our church. Having been baptized Methodist, it seemed 
only natural. So, I came as a visitor to the early service and immediately felt welcome. I met Pastor 
Brad and several of the eight o’clock regulars.  I was also invited to join our adult Bible study group, 
which I did. The rest is history, becoming a member of our choir, heading up the Finance Committee 
and joining the Board of the Wisconsin United Methodist Foundation as I continue to seek ways to 
help our church and the Albany community. But the key was that our church made me feel welcome!                                                  

Sam Keller   

 



 

 

AUMC Ice Cream Social 

"And may the Lord reward you for your kindness" (Ruth 1:8, NLT) 

A sincere THANK YOU to everyone who volunteered their time and energy for the AUMC Ice Cream 

Social! There are so many people that make this event happen. Those who donated money, donated 

the bouncy house, made desserts, cooked the barbecue, made the potato salad. Those who set up, 

served and cleaned up.  Thank you to those who came and supported the event and shared the meal 

with us! A special thanks to Brandi Grazioso for organizing the event and leading the committee!  We 

served 200 people and made over $1,800.00. We are grateful and humbled by your hard work and 

generosity!  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.learnreligions.com/new-living-translation-nlt-700666


 

 

                                                                                                                                      

 

 

 

 

 

 

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

                                    Listening Sessions for Fall, 2019  

 Our landscape is changing rapidly.  Our culture is full of activities that crowd out the 
church.  We are seeing churches around us decline and close.  We know that we need to, 
“Keep the main thing the main thing,” but we need to know ways to do this better than 
before.  Technology is opening huge opportunities for our church.  We need to know how 
we do our, “main thing,” making disciples of Christ, even better.  The hope is that this 
program not be a complete solution but will give us insight to that solution.  The program 
will be based upon Joshua 4:21, where Joshua encourages the people of God to create 

monuments so that future generations will be asking about what God has been doing in the peoples’ history.  
The monuments were to remind the future generations of what God has done, “Lest the future generations 
forget.” 

Our goal is to recall the “Stones of the past,” where God has given us strengths, so that we can recall and build 
upon those stones and create new ones. 

 The questions are three fold: 

1. What has historically been the strong points of this Church?  What made these strong points?  How did this 
impact the community? 

2. In what ways are these strengths still present?  How can we better adapt these strengths today?  How can 
we reach more people?  

3. How would you like to help us make these strengths or new strengths even better? 

 Dates for Session will be:  

Sunday, September 22, during both services.  The three questions will be handed out in the 
previous Sunday bulletin for congregation to fill out and return at end of service, fill out and return later, or bring 
with them at listening sessions.  The questions will be discussed at these listening sessions. 

 Session 1:  Sunday night, September 22, at 6:00pm. 

 Session 2:  Monday morning, September 23 at 10:00am 

 Session 3:  Thursday evening, September 26, at 6:00pm. 

Choir Members                      

 Choir practice 
starts September 4th from 7 to 8pm. 
If anyone is interested in joining 
choir we would love to have you. 
Show up at choir practice on 
Wednesday, Sept. 4th or contact 
Terrie Blumer at blumer@tds.net. 

 

                Sunday School 
 

     Sunday School begins September 8th. 

Starting at 8:45am. We have Sunday School for 

ages 3 years to High School. We would love to 

have you join us. Welcome back returning 

students and welcome to new students. If you 

are interested in joining Sunday School contact 

Jena McIntosh at jenamcintosh18@gmail.com. 

or come to Sunday School September 8th and 

someone will guide you to the appropriate 

classroom. Hope to see you there! 

mailto:jenamcintosh18@gmail.com


 

 

       

SCHEDULE 

++ Please note there may have been changes made to the schedule ++   
            

 September                                                      October                                     _     
  
 Liturgist                                                          Liturgist 
   1 Dean Houlberg                                               6 Katie Brugger 
   8 Leigh Whitehead                                       13 Wesley Isenhart 
 15 Janis King                                                  20 Ann Trow 
 22 Kathie Riemer                                            27 Eunice Clark 
 29 Jodi Houlberg 
 
 Ushers                                                            Ushers 
   1 Jeff and Cassie mauerman                         6 Darrell & Eunice Clark 
                       8 Barb Briggs/Teresa Brugger                     13 David & Janis King 
                     15 John & Angie Parr                                      20 Julie Blumer & Penny Thompson 
                     22 Doreen Guzman/Krissie Blumer               27 Darcy & Alan Stephenson 
                     29 Dean and Debbie Houlberg 
 
 Nursery                                                            Nursery 
 Open but not staffed                                          Open but not staffed 
 
 
  Acolytes                                                          Acolytes 
                1 Volunteers                                                    6 scheduled to be announced 
    8 Volunteers                                                  13 ? 
  15 Volunteers                                                  20 ? 
  22 Volunteers                                                  27 ? 
                      29 Volunteers 
                    
                     
 
 
 
 

 
 

 Communion Stewards 
                                                                               September 1st – Jeff and Cassie Mauerman                                                    
                                                                     October 6th – Holly Atkinson/Bonnie Zee 
 
 
 

  If you cannot fulfill your scheduled day, please try to switch with someone and please let 
the office know. Thank you for your service for the Lord! 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

 
 

 
 

September 2019 

Albany United Methodist Church 
                  Sunday 

1 

8am & 10am Worship 

Communion 

 

 

  

Monday 

2 

Labor Day 

Office  

   Closed 

 

Tuesday 

3 

Office open 

8am to noon 

 

Wednesday 

4 

 

Food Pantry 

 4:30 - 6:00 

Choir – 7pm 

 

Thursday 

5 

 

 

 

Friday 

6 

 

 

 

Saturday 

7 

 

 

 

8       

8am & 10am Worship 
Sunday School – 8:45am  

Mission’s mtg. – 

9:30am 

9 

 

10 

 

11 

Choir – 7pm 

12 

 

13 

 

14 

 

15 

8am & 10am Worship  
Sunday School – 8:45am 

16  

Office hours 

 M-W-T 

8am to noon 

 

17 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

18 

Choir – 7pm 

19 

 

 

 

 

 

 

20 

Newsletter 

Items Due 

  

 

21 

 

 

22 

8am & 10am Worship 
Sunday School – 8:45am 

 

 

 

 

23 

 

24 

 

25 

Choir – 7pm 

26  27 28 

29 

8am & 10am Worship 
Sunday School – 8:45am 

30      



 

 

             
  
                        
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
                   
 
 
 
 
 
                                                       
 

                                                                    

                                          
September 2019 

 
                                              Join us on facebook: Albany UMC 
                                              Visit our Website www.albanyumchurch.com 

   Albany United Methodist Church 
   500 Park Street 
   Albany, WI 53502 
 

 

Church Staff 
Pastor: 

Tom Moe 
 

Office Manager: 

Teresa Brugger 

                Office Hours  

M- W- F 

8:00am-12:00pm 

 

Administrative Council Chair: 

Jon Brunner 
 

Financial Secretary: 

Dave Gavin 
 

Treasurer: 

Fairy Elmer 
 

Lay Leader: 

            Glenn Holtsapple                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                     

     
 

 

http://www.albanyumchurch.com/

